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Dear Al and Gerry: 

When | saw the awtul cover to STEEL #2, | jumped to 
the conclusion that STEEL had settled into the second 
issue slump that most short-run titles never pull out of. 
Lucky for you guys (and for me, too), the inside was 
much better than its outward promise. 

For one thing, you guys created a new super-villain 
who wasn't dull! And these days, that's rare; they're all 
too often faint Xeroxes of old Marvel bad guys. But 
Mineral Master had power, he was convincing, and his 
motivation tied in with Gerry's expressed purpose for 
writing the series, that of inspecting the motivation of 
pre-war America. Mineral Master's costume was awful, 
but he was still one of the better super-villains created in 
the past few years. 

It's really a shame you didn't call STEEL the “Super 
Soldier" after all; Dom Heck's plainclothes action is 
much better than his super-heroics (and the script 
doesn't seem to favor them either). | don't care for his 
monsters at all, which is probably why | didn't like his 
cover, Still, | got a real kick out of the job he did this 
issue; | guess Colletta’s inks got him more into the 
super-hero spirit. 

All in all, '¢ say STEEL is the best work coming out 
tight now from both Conway and Heck. These guys ob- 
viously like their job, and so do I! 

Beppe Sabatini 
515 Division St. 
E. Lansing, Ml 48823 


And we're glad to hear it, Beppe. We're also giad that 
our creative team managed to avoid both the “second 
issue slump” and a dull super-villain. Hopetully, we can 
also leap the most fearsome hurdie mentioned in your 
Jetter—that of being “a short-run title’. Everyone con- 
nected with STEEL is doing their best to see that Hank 
Heywood and Company live up to every, bit of their 
potential, and we're counting on you readers to let us 
know if we hit the mark, or the drink—MWB 


Dear Editor: 

Basically, | don't care much for WWII stories, and 
lately there have been so many of them that the whole 
idea is wearing very, very thin. 

But I kinda like the STEEL stories anyway, maybe 
because his exploits are actually set before our official 
entry into the war, As a one-time history student, | know 


some of the actual circumstances of that odd time 
when America was torn over whether we should get in- 
volved in Europe's “problems” or not. Hank Heywood 
happens to be one of the clear-sighted people who 
knows sooner or later the problem will be ours as well 
as Europe's. And with his super-powers, he is in a posi- 


tion to do something about his convictions. There are 


* many interesting possibilities here and | look forward to 


see Gerry exploring some of them. There is one plot line 

1 don't think I'm going to like—the problem started at the 

end of issue 2; Hank says that he'll have to choose 

between Gloria and his Steel identity. | hope it doesn’t 

come to that; almost every hero under the sun has the 

same problem. But aside from this beet, | basically like 
what I've seen so far, so let's see more, huh? 

Larry W. Cummings 

1024 W. 3rd St. 

Oil City, Pa. 16307 


It's @ deal, Larry, you keep buying STEEL (you and a 
few hundred thousand other fans, that is), and we'll be 
happy to let you see as many stories about him as you 
want. Thanks for the kind words on Hank’s cha- 
racterization, but in all fairness, it's rather easy to create 
@ “clear-sighted" hero over thirty years after WWil has 
been over. The most interesting thing about Hank's at- 
titude seems to be the peopie it brings him in contact 
with—and this seems to be popular thing about him es 
well—MWB 


Dear Editor: 

STEEL's one major flaw preventing him trom having 
believable characterization is his dogmatic views about 
the necessity of the U.S. entering the Second World 
War, It Stee! could recognize the valid points of the anti- 
war movements and then point out flaws in their 
opinions, he would be more convincing. 

Steven Shoyer 
1480 Gunpower Rd. 
Rydel, PA. 19046 


Dear Editor: 
This is going to be short. 
A conservative super-hero? Far out! Thanks for 
STEEL 5 
Joseph Lanco 
Albany, N.Y. 12206 


And 80 it goes, with Steve Shoyer berating Steel's 
“dogmatism,” and Joe Lanco applauding his “conser- 
vatism." We can't help but wonder, though, if the terms 
“conservative” and “liberal” meant as little back in the 
pre-WWIl era as they do now. Might a “liberal” back 
then have referred to a person advocating entry into 
WWII, just as it came to mean one who abhorred foreign 
military entanglements three decades later? And if so, 
maybe Hank Heywood is neither “conservative” nor 


“liberal”, but simply a man of conscience concerned 
with the future of liberty on a world-wide scale, Let us 
know what you think, and be here for the next issue of 
STEEL, THE INDESTRUCTIBLE MAN, 

—Mike W. Barr 


